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SATU RDA Y, O&ober 2d. 


To the Author of the NORTH BRITON, 


S1R, 


“8 HE charge you have brought againft a certain 
® right honourable perfonage, rolls upon two ca- 
) pital principles, both of them attrocious in their 
P kinds, and fuch as he muft plead guilty to. 
» The firft is that he is a Scotchman, and the 


next that he is a Stuart. 
Every one knows what.a thallow-pated 
rps “Prince Henry the Seventh of England was, 
~when he imagined, that he could not het the independency 
_of his crown fo effectually, as by giving his eldeft daughter in mar- 
riage to a Scotchman, Whata glorious figure muft England have 
made at this ‘time, had fhe been the pupil of French power and 
French policy, and annually received a viceroy from Verfailles to 
-colleé& her tribate, and to teach us politenefs? To {well the charge 
againft his Lordfhip, it is tobe remarked, thatthe Scots have at 
afl times manifefted a moft obftinate fpirit of independency ; and, 
notwithftanding the fuperior power of England ; they have dared 
to affert their privileges as free-born fubjects. 
Tere claims to independency ‘have at’times carried them to 
“the moft extravagent lengths, and they were even infolent enough 
to pretend to'treat with land upon an ‘equal footing. “If there 
“was any difference themfelves concerning ‘the union, 
it 
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* was, who thould carry their claims of independency the high- 
eft; and they were feconded by the whigs and the great patriots 
to whom the prefent Royal Family owes its acceffion to the crown, 

Ler us therefore revive the Egyptian cuftom of bringing the 
dead into judgment. Let us arraign the manes of Sommers, Go- 
dolphin, Cowper, and the whole band of whig patriots, who were 
{0 bigesierste as to court, in the moft abject manner, the Scots to 
a union, and who thought that, without fuch an union, the pro- 
teftant fucceflion in the houfe of Hanover never could be fafe, 
Let us with with Caligula, that thofe whigs had but one neck, 
that their heads might be cut off ata fingle blow. Above all, let 
us-deteft the memory of the great Duke of Marlborough, as he is 
called, who, before he was made an Englifh peer, took his feat 
in a Scots parliament, a precedent that gives too great a counte- 
nance to our confidering the Great Man in queftion, as being no 
alien, efpecially, if I have been tightly informed, as his Lordthip 
was actually born fince the conclufion of the treaty of union, and 
mutt be confidered as much a Briton as any man in reg un- 
lefs we have a mind to weaken the right which the prefent Royal 
Family has tothe crown. Iam therefore afraid, thata repeal of 
the treaty of union is abfolutely neceffary, and that fome other ex- 
pedient fhould be devifed for our fafety. 

Let us likewife ftigmatife the memories of John Duke of Ar- 
gyle, John Earl of ‘Stair, and about twenty or thirty more Scotch 
noblemen whom I could name, and who were eminently inftru- 
mental in fighting the caufe of England againft the French, and 
who received the higheft honours and rewards from the crown, 
and even the people of England. en f 

As to the fecond part of the charge againft his Lordfhip, it is 
in itfelf fo fundamental, as to imply a radical, and indeed a total 
alteration in the whole ty{tem of our civil government. That his 
hame is Stuart, is undeniable, and that he is defcended of a legi- 
timate branch (fo much the worfe) of that Royal Family; his an- 
ceftor being Sir John Stuart, fon to King Robert the Second, be- 
fore he came to the crown of Scotland, and inheriting part of the 
patrimonial eftate of that family in the ifle of Bute, from which he 
now derives his title, All this appears in full charge againft 
him by feveral authentic charters, particularly one granted to him 
by his brother Robert the Third, 362 years ago. 

Ir would be in vain for his Lordfhip, or his advocates, to pre- 
tend to deny the facts here brought againft him; for theircrimina- 
lity appears from many additional circumftances and confirmations 
of the original charters; nay, in the year 1340, one of his prede- 
ceflors was prefumptuous enough to fetve as a. privy-counfellor to 
James the Second, and his fon obtained the hereditary conftabu- 
lary of the caftle of Rothfay, a royal feat, and which gives to the 
Prince of Wales the firft Scotch title he poffeffes. All which facts 
and allegations can be fully made out by an action of trover, for 
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hing into the muniments of his Lordthip’s family. have 
1owever too good an opinion of his modefty, to fuppofe that he 
will put the public to that trouble, and I thall therefore proceed 
upon the charge as taken for granted. 4 

PERSEVERANCE in criminality aggravates the guilt. You fet, 
Mr. North Briton, what old offenders this family have been, but 
this is not all; for fo inveterate was theic enmity to the Englith, 
that three uncles of the Sir John Stuart I have already mentioned, 
were killed in one battle, vz. that of Berwick, fighting againft the 
Englifh ; nor does it appear that the defcendants of the family, 
thro’ all the wars their country waged with us, ever abated in the 
fame barbarous bloody-minded principles. Shall we then, who 
are born and bred Englifhmen, degenerate from our ancettors, 
by admitting an hereditary traitor to have power over us? Is the Ni 

allat fatum to extend to all the branches of the Stuart family; and 
fhall its defcendants avenge themfelves of the blood their forefa- 
thers loft in battle by the {words of the Englith? 

I kNow, Sir, there are fome little objections to what I am 
now about to propofe ; but they are fo trifling, that I fhould not 
mention them, were it not to ftop the mouth of clamour, and to 
feal up the lips of contradiction. 

Tue firft is, that the prefent Royal Family are now fitting on 
the throne of England in right of a Stuart, defcended from the 
fame anceftors from whom the Earl of B draws his original ; 
and therefore the execrations you pour out againft all the family 
of Stuart, are fomewhat indecent with regard to his prefent Ma- 
jefty. 
But, Sir, allowing the fact to be fo, what. is that to princi- 
ples? If the people of England called a Stuart to their crown; if 
he was nominated to it by the greateft Princefs that ever fwayed a 
{cepter, we are to remember that the Englifh were then over-run 
with prejudices, and had but juft got clear of the errors of po- 
pery. They were not at that time free-thinkers, either in religion 
or politics; nor had they yet learned to put a King of the name 
of Stuart to death on a fcaffold. 

As to Queen Elifabeth's nomination, nothing is more eafy than 
to account for it; for, itis plain, that fhe was then in her dotage, 
and had but a few years before ut to death Mary Stuart, the mo- 
ther of that very King whom fhe appointed to be her fucceffor. 
Thus, Sir, I think, I have irrefragably proved, that no reflections 
upon the name of Stuart can poflibly affect hie Majefty’s title to 

Tue remaining part of the objection I have ftarted, is ftill lefs 
worth the anfwering. It is true that King William the Third was 
the fon and the hufband of a Stuart; and that, had it not been 


for his wift, he never could have fwayed the Britifh fcepter, 


But, Sir, it will not, I hape, be pretended, that K. William's name 


was Stuart; and were five hundred ladies of that name -T I 
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: shaye Aotlting to fay to any of them. My charge is again{t the men, 


But admitting all thofe ridiculous objections to have their full 


. ‘weight, how ‘does it affect the prefent queftion? If our forefathers 


phoceétied upon wrong prirciples and falfe fuppofitions, are we'to 


Ir is true, that when the act of fettlement was made, the limi- 


- tations in-it to the family of Hanover, immediately refpected the 


Princefs Sophia and her defcendants, as being born of a Stuart ; 
and it is generally fuppofed, that the sight which the parliament 
gave to the prefent family in filling up the throne, was in confide- 
ration of its being the next proteftant heirs to the family of Stuart. 
But, in order to deftroy all fuch ridiculous fuggeftions,.we need 
but appeal to a Scotch authority, I mean Burnet lon of Salif- 
bury, who wrote a pamphlet, to prove that.King William hada 
right by conqueft to’ the crown of England. I know it may be 
objected, that this pamphlet was burnt by order of the houfe of 
commons; but we are to confider that the houfe of commons is 
but one half of the parliament; and therefore it cannot properly 
be faid to have been done by act of parliament, becaufe it does not 
appear that either the King, or the houfe of peers gave their con- 
fent. 

Tue hiftory of England is full of inftances-of the jealoufy our 
Kings entertained of the moft diftant pretenders, Edward the 
Fourth ‘pat to death an ale-houfe man, only for faying that he 
would make his fomheir to the crown, which, it feems,: was his 


_fign.. Innumerable are the facrifices made to’this ftate-jealoufy, 


during the reigns of Richard the Third, Henry the Seventh, and 
Henry the Eighth, It is. well known that Henry the Seventh put — 
to death a poor Prince of the blood-royal, tho’ ‘he: was fo igno= 
rant as not to know the difference between a cock-and a goofe. In 


_ the fucceeding reign, not tomention other inftances, the gallant 


Earl of ‘Surry had his head -cut off, only for quartering his arms 
with thofe of Edward the Confeffor ; and his father: mutt have 


followed him, had:the old King lived but: a day or two longer. 


Even the mild Edward the Sixth took off the heads of the two only 
uncles he had, becaufe it was thought they afpired to fovereignty. 
All the innocency of lady Jane Grey,:;could notiprotect her from 
fharing the fame fate: inthe fucceeding reign ; «and the cafe of 
Mary Queen of Scots, under Elizabeth, has been already mention - 
ed. If we are to believe hiftory, even the Stuarts therhfelves were 
not void of ftate-jealoufy witnefs the‘ fates of the Earl of Gowry, 


_ the lady Arabella, and the Duke of Monmouth. 


But {uppofing all ofithem to/have been. hat ‘can 
their guilt amount to, compared:toia Stuart, who-is faid have 
atlumed as an.in{cription upon his houfe,:. Weare not Kings, 


Kings are fromus ? 1 :know it maybe anfwered, ‘that this in= 
: {cription alludes to the original owner ofthe houfe, “who was ‘the 
anceftor of the Royal Family of Stuart,°(i€ I muftuufe that hated 
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ral, the conflitutional {trength of this country, and that the only 
way to preferve its peace, is to unite as one man againit the mini- 
ttry, and force them to continue the war. 

PERHAPS it may be objected, that victory is precarious ; that 
even our conquefts impoverith us; that tho’ we can force towns, 
we cannot force trade, which no fooner deviates from its natura! 
channel, than it runs to wafte; that by comparing our exports 
and imports for thefe twenty years pait, the increafe of the natio- 
nal {tock bears no kind of proportion to the expences of the pu- 
blic; and that hands will be wanting foon, equally for war and 
commerce, Tothofe who reafon in this manner, recapitulate all 
the victories we have gained, from the battle of Poictiers down to 
that of Minden ; and be fure to conclude with an obfervation, that 
we are a match for all the world, both by fea and land. As to 
the want of hands, fetch a walk with your friends in holiday- 
time through the ftreets, and round the neighbourhood of this 
great metropolis, and then afk him whether he thinks there is 
any danger of our wanting hands; bid him obferve the crowds 
that every where abound. 

In reply to all thofe arguments, it will, I know, be urged, that 
our officers of the militia, being either men of property, or fup- 
pofed to be fuch, will never confent to plunge their country in a 
civil war. Iam of the fame opinion, and therefore that thing 
mutt be done by degrees; for which reafon, I would humbly pro- 
pofe to take fora pattern the proceedings of the year 1641. The 
gentlemen and noblemen who contributed the moft to the civil 
diftractions at that period, were the men in England, who had 
the greateft reafon to wifh for tranquillity ; had the leaft intention 
to involve the nation in the miferies that followed, and repented 
the moft heartily of them. Had they feen all at once the whole 
extent of the fchemes that were laid, they muft have been ftruck 
with horror; butthey were brought on by degrees, till the ice 
broke under them, and till they had nothing left but either to 
{wim a fhore, (which many of them were not able to do) to fink 
in this general wreck, or ride upon the ruins of their country. 

We havea finer game to play at prefent, than either the repub- 
licans or Cromwell had. Our caufe is far more plavufible than 
theirs, and more interefting to Englifhmen. We not only have 
domettic confiderations, equally powerful with what they had, 
but foreign ones, of which they had none, The new acquifition 
of the Havannah, gives us the Spanifh as well as the French 
trade; and let it be declared to be high-treafon, in the fame man- 
ner as the Romans did when Hannibal wasat their gates, fo much 


as to talk of peace. Iam, Sir, yours, 
A Briron, 


( To be continued. ) 


LONDON: Printed for J. COOTE, at the Xing’s-Arms, in Paternofler- Row. 
Where may be had the preceding Numbers, 
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‘expreffion) and that the fact is true. This apology makes the cafe 
Mill worfe. Itis well known, that by the Enghith law, truth does 
not juptify a litel; nay, in fome cafes, as in the prefent, it makes 
it (till more libellous. What does this infcription imply, but that 
his Lordthip is waiting only for a proper opportunity to affert his 
hereditary right to the crown of thefe realms. Who knows, at | 
this diftance of time, whether his Lordthip may not take it in his 
head to pretend, that his predeceffor was the elder brother of Ro- 
bert the Third. In the tranfcript of the family-charters, remain- 
ing in the Britifh mufeum, I can find no expreffion that can afcer- 
tain this moot point; The words are fcratzs nos dedifje et hac pre- 
fenti charta noftra confirmaffe diletto fratré noftro ‘fobannt Senef- 
callo de Bute offictum vice-comitatus de Bute 8 Arran datum, rith 

Nov. 1400. Here we fee nothing by which we can gather, that 
this fame John was a younger brother, and what dreadful confe- 
quences muft happen to this devoted country, fhould fuch a family- 
claim be infifted on. 

I propose a remedy for all this, an abfolute, entire, and irre- 
vocable diffolution of the treaty of union between Scotland and 
Engiand. 

Ir it fhould here be objected, that the union cannot be diffolved 
without manifeft injuftice and breach of national faith, I abfolute- 
ly deny the fa& ; for, I do not think that there is, at this time, 
one man alive who was a party in the treaty. Therefore no man 
can be perjured, in agreeing to its being diffolved. This being 
the cafe, how advantageous mutt fuch a diffolution be to the En- 
glifh, who have fcarce any thing to lofe in Scotland, while the 
Scots muft be ruined in England. 

_ Ir may, I know, be urged, that his Majefty may not be very 
fond of feeing a civil war break out in his kingdoms, which may 
“be attended with very dangerous confequences to his crown; and 
that itis more than probable, he would employ force to prevent 
it. But, Mr. North Briton, what force could he employ? The 
ftanding army in cafe of peace muft be reduced, and I make no 
queftion, that we fhould be able to find a fufficient number of 
fuch friends as you amongft the militia, who would be ready to 
fight pro aris et focts, provided you were properly tutored; but 
the whole, my dear Sir, depends upon this circumftance, and there- 
fore I fhall give you a word or two of advice on that head. 

In the firft place, lay your foundation in your zeal for your king 
and country, and be fure never to divide thofe two terms; for the 
one will catch, if the other fhould mifs ;_ but moft commonly both 
of them willhook. Never fail to pretend that you efpoufe them, 
to refcue both out of the hands of a faction, headed by a Scotch- 
“man; and‘that your only aim is to make his Majeity the greateft, 
the moft independent, and the richeft king on the face of the 
earth ; that old England fhall give law to all the world. If you 

. meet with a {queamith foul, who thall boggle at rebellion, blood 
and murder, you are to bait the hook, and tell him, that you take 
the only way to prevent all three; that the militia is the natu- 
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